
 

 Species of Habitat Fragmentation Concern 

 

Habitat Preference in North Dakota: Seasonal resident, 

species nests in North Dakota.  Typical habitat includes open 

wetlands, including wet meadows, lightly grazed pastures; old 

fields, dry uplands, including upland prairies, and grasslands 

(Smith et al., 2011).   

 

Habitat Fragmentation Concerns: Species of Conservation 

Priority in North Dakota (Level II; Hagen et al., 2005).  Although 

Northern Harriers are fairly common in North Dakota, populations 

are unstable due to loss of grassland and wetland habitat (Hagen et 

al., 2005).  Density of Nothern Harriers are sensitive to habitat 

patch size (Ribic et al., 2009).  Loss or increased fragmentation of 

available habitat may impact breeding success of species.  

Disappears as a breeder if woody cover exceeds 30% in northern 

Great Plains grasslands (Winter et al. 2006). 
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Additional Species Management Information: http://www.npwrc.usgs.gov/resource/literatr/grasbird/noha/noha.htm 

 

Species: Northern Harrier (Circus cyaneus) 

Map of Species Range in North Dakota 
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